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& PACE SETTER

CHRYSLER

_ INDY PACE CAR TRADITION

THE ALL-NEW
HRYSLER LE BARON.

oo BeAUTY
WITH A PASSION FOR

To look at it today, you wouldn't
guess that the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway started out as a proving
ground for production automobiles.
That was entrepreneur Carl
Graham Fisher's dream when he
built the track in 1909. In those
days Indianapolis was the hub of
the American auto industry, and
Fisher hoped the Speedway would
become a place where firms like
Marmon and Auburn could
demonstrate the performance and
reliability of their passenger cars in
front of the buying public.

It didn't quite work out that
way. All 33 starters of the first
Indy 500 in 1911 were far from
stock; they were stripped-down
racers built with one purpose, to
win the 500. In fact, the only actual
production model on the track was
the Stoddard Dayton that Fisher
himself drove to set the pace for
the first laps before the race.

In the intervening 76 years,
though Indy race cars have evolved
into 200-mile-an-hour missiles that
are about as much like stock
automobiles as an America's Cup
vacht is a row boat, the pace car
for the 500 is still a production
maodel, selected for its performance
and reliability, Of all the traditions
the world's oldest and most famous
auto race has spawned, the pace car
is the oldest and most prestigious.

This year it's the all-new Chrysler
LeBaron convertible that will lead
the Indy field to the green flag,
keeping faith with that tradition of
performance and reliability. In fact,
setting the pace—both at the Indy
500 and in the figurative sense—has
been a tradition at Chrysler as well.
Only two vears after Walter P.
Chrysler founded his company, an
Imperial was chosen to pace the
1926 Indy 500. It was, like the
Chrysler pace cars to follow, ahead
of its time. It delivered real
world-class performance, something
Chrysler cars would continue to do

throughout this century.

In 1933, another Imperial paced
the race. It was an elegant roadster
with the classic style that
distinguished the high-performance
luxury sports models of the
Thirties, a time many consider the
Golden Age of Auto Design. And

in the last Indy race before the war,

a custom-bodied 1941 Chrysler
Newport hit the bricks at Indy. Its
looks were striking, with sweeping
lines and rear fender skirts that
would later appear on cars like the
now classic Jaguar 120.

The first Chrysler automobile to pace the Indianapolis 500 was a 1926

Chrysler was back at Indianapolis
in 1951 with a New Yorker
convertible that combined
thoroughly modern lines with a
revolutionary new engine. Called
the FirePower V8, the
331-cubic-inch engine soon became
known simply as the Hemi. It was
the first of a family of engines that
were to make Chrysler the
performance leader of the industry
for a generation. Variations of this
engine are used to power
record-setting race cars to this day.
Indeed, the world's land-speed
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Imperial “8" roadster. It was driven by retired racing driver Louis
Chevrolet long after he left the company that bears his name.

In 1933, another Chrysler imperial led the Indy fieid to the green flag.
It is a striking example of the classic look of the Thirties, with side-
mounted spare tires, a long hood and majestically sweeping fenders.



record for wheel-driven cars is still
held by the Summers Brothers’
streamliner, which had four
Chrysler Hemis.

In 1963, two-time Indy winner
Sam Hanks paced the race, driving
a Chrysler 300 convertible, that
year's version of the car that started
the musclecar era.

The 1987 Chrysler LeBaron

convertible is the natural heir to
these illustrious cars and reflects
the engineering of Chrysler. With
its trend-setting aerodynamic style,
advanced front-wheel-drive system
and sophisticated turbocharged
engine, it upholds the Chrysler
tradition of real world-class

ion of

THE MAKING
OF THE 1987

performance with the appli
modern technology.

A specially built, dual-cowl Chrysler Newport paced the iast Indy 500 held before
the race was discontinued because of World War . Though never produced in

volume, the car had a style that influenced the look of many postwar autos.
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The engine that powered this 1851 Chrysler New Yorker pace car was the
first of the famous Chrysler Hemis. The most advanced performance engine
of its day, the Hemi dominated many forms of racing for a generation.

Two-time Indy winner Sam Hanks drove this Chrysler 300 pace car in 1963,

The famed 300 was introduced in 1957, and many historians consider it
the first musclecar. Today, surviving 300s are collector’s items.
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PACE CAR

The start of the Indianapolis 500
is one of the most thrilling and
dramatic moments in sports, but it's
potentially one of the most
dangerous. That's why the role of
the pace car is so important. It
must keep a steady speed of around
90 mph during the warm-up laps so
the race cars can bring their tires

and engines up to temperature and
the drivers can get into the proper
positions for a safe start.

After the starter signals one lap
to go, the pace car accelerates away
from the field along the back
straight, around the third turn,
through the short chute into the
fourth turn, then into the pit road
and out of the way. For the rest of
the race, the pace car waits with its
engine running for a caution flag to
signal its return to the track to
keep the field in order until racing
can resume.

To do all this, the pace car needs
outstanding acceleration, top speed,
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superior handling and overall
reliability. The Chrysler LeBaron
convertible that paces the 1987
Indy 500 has all these qualities in
abundance.

USAC requires that three pace
cars be prepared for the job. The
LeBarons were modified using some
off-the-shelf components from
another Chrysler car, the Shelby
Daytona, including its
174-horsepower EFI Turbo 11 2.2L
intercooled engine, four-wheel disc
brakes and heavy-duty springs and
shock absorbers, along with
larger-than-stock Goodyear P225
SOVRIS tires. Naturally, each pace

car was thoroughly tested and put
through a real-time race simulation.

And since safety is the prime
consideration, the LeBarons were
fitted with three-point seat belts for
the driver and passenger and an
underhood Halon fire-extinguisher
system. The heavy-duty alternator
and battery assured an adequate
power supply for the special strobe
lights around the car and its
communication system. To
compensate for this extra weight,
the air conditioner was removed.
Otherwise, the LeBaron pace cars
were identical to their street-driven
counterparts.

After it was fitted with an
intercooled Turbo II
engine and stiffer sus-
pension, the LeBaron
pace car was thoroughly
tested to make sure jt
met or exceeded the
exacting performance
standards set by the
Indianapolls Speedway.
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V8 POWER FROM FOUR CYLINDERS

To achieve pace-car-level
performance, the Chrysler LeBaron
had to rely on cutting-edge
engineering. Its engine, drivetrain,
suspension, chassis and body are all
elements of a carefully balanced
design that produces the power,
handling, stability and reliability to
master the task at hand, whether

it’s leading the ficld at Indy or
coasting down the highway.

FRONT-WHEEL DRIVE
AND TURBO POWER

Front-wheel drive has been a
Chrysler specialty for some time;
the LeBaron's driveline is the

culmination of years of experience.
A transverse, four-cylinder engine is
at the heart of the system. In base
form, it delivers 100 horsepower
from 2.5 liters. The optional

2.2-liter multi-point EFI Turbo I
engine produces 146 horsepower,
which is more than one hp per
cubic inch. And the intercooled

Turbo I1 engine, which powers the
pace car, is even more potent, with
an output of 174 horsepower.

It used to be that this kind of

power was possible only from larger

engines with more cylinders and
displacement, but sophisticated
engineering can yield far more than
cubic inches. The LeBaron engines

... more than one
hp per cubic inch.

e
LeBaron's turbo has integral boost
control and a water-cooled bearing
that separates the turbine (red) from
the compressor (blue).

The structura
with

use an overhead camshaft to
improve efficiency. The standard
2.5-liter dual balance shaft delivers
smoothness that’s equal to that of
many V8 engines on the road
today. And the LeBarons do it
while maintaining four-cylinder
efficiency, which comes from a
fast-burn cylinder-head design for
complete fuel combustion, and
electronic fuel injection, which
ensures precise fuel metering.

The engines mate with either a
standard five-speed manual or an
optional three-speed automatic with

LeBaron abounds with elegant and
sporty touches. A convenient center
console sets off the interior,

and alloy wheels complement the
car's aerodynamic body configuration.

... a firm but
comfortable ride and
the kind of stability
serious drivers
demand.

an electronic lockup torque
converter. The automatic transaxle
that’s available with the turbo
engine uses a torque converter
without lockup for improved
performance.

PRECISE HANDLING

Americans are demanding
responsive handling in their luxury
coupes today, and the LeBaron has
possibly the best combination of
ride and handling to be found
anywhere. The Sports Suspension
provides sports-car-like cornering
and luxury-car ride. In the front,
it's fully independent, with
well-isolated gas-charged struts and
a 32mm stabilizer bar. In the rear,
LeBaron uses trailing arms, coil
springs and a beam axle with an
integral 27mm stabilizer bar. This
combination yields a firm but
comfortable ride and the kind of
stability serious drivers demand.

Power-assisted rack-and-pinion
steering translates driver input with
precision, and with the optional
(CONTINUED)
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LE BARON CONVERTIBLE Aerodynamically designed

shape for low drag, reduced

Beneath its aerodynamically styled *' wind hoise and improved
exterior, the LeBaron convertible g epiciency: Convertible chassis reinforced

houses the technology that gives it the
power, performance and reliability
that earned it

its role as the
pace car for the
Indianapolis 500.

Jor additional strength and
rigidity.

Uni-body chassis to distribute
loads and stresses evenly.

ILLUSTRATION
BY DAVID KIMBLE

Rear suspension with tratling
arms, coil springs, gas-charged
shock absorbers and beam
axle with integral 27mm
stabilizer bar.

Standard five-speed manual or

optional three-speed automatic

Front-wheel drive with transaxles.

transverse-mounted 2.2-liter
multi-point EFI Turbo I
146-horsepower turbo engine. Power-assisted rack-and-pinion
steering with quick 14.2:1
ratio.
Independent front suspension
with isolated gas-charged g :
struts and 32mm stabilizer Power-assisted front disc/rear
bar. drum brakes with a dual
diagonal proportioning valve.

Performance P205/60HR 15
steel-belted radial tires.
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. as well suited
for the high speeds
of Indianapolis as
for normal cruising.

performance tires, it's geared at a
quick 14.2:1 ratio.

And since braking is an integral
element of all-around handling,
Chrysler gave the LeBaron a
power-assisted front disc/rear drum
combination with a dual diagonal
proportioning valve to help prevent
rear lockup under severe braking
conditions.

AERODYNAMIC SHAPE

LeBaron is as well suited for the
high speeds of Indianapolis as for
normal cruising. Its wedge profile,
smooth lines and rounded corners
were aerodynamically engineered
for low drag, which translates into
reduced wind noise and greater fuel
efficiency.

LeBaron's chassis consists of a
tight uni-body construction based
on the same engineering principles
governing the design of Indy race
cars: Structural components are
assembled in such a way so that
loads and stresses are evenly
distributed throughout the entire
body. For additional strength and
integrity, the convertible’s chassis is
reinforced with strategically located
stiffeners.

CHRYSLER TURBOS

Turbocharging is the secret 1o
combining performance and
efficiency. It enables the fuel
economy of a four-cylinder engine to
be combined with the power of a V8.
Chrysler is the undisputed leader as
the producer of turbocharged
automobiles, having produced over
350,000 in the past few years,
backing them with a
Sive=year/50,000-mile owner
protection plan. And for 1987,
Chrysler turbos enjoy the new
seven-year/ 70,000-mile limited
warranty. *

Chrysler’s implied confidence in
the reliability of its turbocharged
engines is not unfounded. Over the
last few vears, Chrysler’s Turbo I
2 2-liter four-cylinder has
distinguished itself in grueling tesis
af endurance—24-hour showroom

stock races, Pro Rally competition as

well as millions of highway
miles—under all types of driving
conditions.

This mighty powerplant
produces 146 horsepower with a

broad torgue curve and near lag-free

response. The marriage of multi-port
electronic fuel injection,
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turbocharger and electronic engine
management systems produce
trauble-free V8-like performance,
with EPA estimated mileage
figures of 20/29 mpg.

Reliability is enhanced with features
like a water-cooled turbo bearing,
electronically controlled boost control
and detonation sensor. Many
specially designed turbo paris like
camshafi, pistons and valves
complete the durable package.

If enthusiasts are of the opinion
that Turbo I is a highly stressed
engine package, let us put your fears
to rest. Turbo II, an intercooled and
recalibrated version of Turbo I, is
being used in the actual pace car
and a few other production Chrysler
automobiles like the Shelby Dodge
Daytona Z. It produces 174hp
thanks to a higher turbo boost limit
and revised intake manifold. Even
Turbo II is just beginning to unleash
the potential of this 2.2-liter engine.
With a prototype 16-valve cylinder
head, turbo 2.25 have recorded over
340hp on the test stand.

Certainly the future for
turbocharging is bright and nowhere
is it any brighter than at Chrysler.

ROAD TESTING
THE LE BARON

LUXURY AND PERFORMANCE

There's a certain logic at work in
this car; from its clean
thin-end-of-wedge nose to its high
rear deck, the LeBaron has a
purposeful shape that's unmarred
by needless decoration or
last-minute add-ons. The angle of
the hood and the sharp sweep of
the windshield give it a sporty rake
that’s nicely punctuated by its
subdued trim and balanced by a

From the moment
you slip behind the
wheel . . . you realize
that this is a serious
piece of road
machinery.

long accent line that runs the
length of the car.

The front end is especially
striking, with a subtle grille that’s
fanked by halogen headlights
discreetly hidden behind well-fitted
flip-up panels. The air dam beneath
the wraparound bumper is a strictly
business item that gives the
LeBaron a hint of GT-car
aggressiveness.




From the moment you slip
behind the wheel of the Chrysler
LeBaron, you realize that this is a
serious piece of road machinery.
Though the inside is certainly
comfortable and luxurious, it's
obvious that the interior was
designed according to ergonomic
principles, that the car was created
to fit people rather than the other
way around. Take, for example, the
driver's seat: It holds you snugly
with its padded side bolsters, the
back reclines to the angle you want
and the headrests can be suitably
adjusted.

The inverted V shape of the
steering-wheel spokes provides an
unobstructed view of the instrument
cluster (no-nonsense analog gauges
in the high-line model; a high-tech
electronic digital display in the

With an aerodynamic shape that im-
proves efficiency while reducing wind
noise, LeBaron Coupe and Convertible
both have a distinctive look that sets

them apart from from all other cars.

DECEETE— R

. .. the real sensory
rush begins when
you turn the engine
over. ..

premium model). All the car's
major controls are right at hand,
including a multifunction control
lever that operates the turn signals,
wipers/washer, headlight dimmer
and optional cruise control. Remote
fuel filler door and trunk releases
are a mice touch. The three AM

sterea/FM stereo systems available
are all electronically tuned.

The two optional sound systems
feature six speakers, Dolby®
noise reduction and

power antenna with Chrysler’s
top-of-the-line sound system
featuring a graphic equalizer.

And if it's information you

want, there's also an electronic
navigator that keeps track of miles
traveled, miles per gallon, miles to
empty and elapsed time.

So far so good, but the real
sensory rush begins when you turn
the engine over and the LeBaron's
146-horsepower, 2.2-liter Turbo I
comes to life. (It's part of an
optional package that includes other
goodies like Sports Handling
Suspension and cast-aluminum
wheels.) This highly refined
powerplant moves the new LeBaron
effortlessly. The power and torque
of the multi-point EFI Turbo 1
engine belies its 2.2L size and
launches you ahead of the pack
with just a whisper from the turbo.
With smoothness that is only
possible with electronic fuel
injection, this engine exhibits
smooth broad power, not at
all peaky. The gear ratios
in the five-speed manual
transaxle are nearly optimum,
providing good off-the-line
acceleration with each gear change
placing you right smack in the
power curve. It is the kind of
powertrain you can fully exploit on
your favorite stretch of road. It is
also the kind of powertrain that
leaves the casual driver with the
impression that he is doing
everything right.

If you decide to forego the thrust
of the Turbo 2.2, you will find the

This car is not only
a pace setter but a
trend setter as well.

*Test data compiled by Martor Trend
magazine cn 10/6/86 at Pomona Raceway.

silky-smooth, twin-balance-shaft
standard 2.5-liter more than
adequate with its 133 fi.-lbs. of
torque being delivered at a tractable
2800 rpm.

The five-speed manual standard
transaxle has a new cable shifter
with a single-pivot ball and

The swept-back angle of the windshield
does a good job defiecting air over the
interfor when the top is down for
reduced wind buffeting. Seats offer
good support and are luxurious.

Teflon-lined conduits, which make
for quick, positive shifts as you run
up the rpm range. The turbo
package uses Goodyear
P205/60HR.15 radials all around,
and the grip they provide yields
zero-to-60 times in the 9.2-second
range on the test track. Dragstrip
times are equally impressive, with
the LeBaron turbo blasting through
the quarter-mile in 17 seconds flat
at a speed of 82.5 mph.*

Of course, there’s more to
performance today than




When the conditions
demand rapid
maneuvering, the
LeBaron displays
the inherent
responsiveness of
front-wheel drive.

acceleration and straight-line speed.
H.{ndlin[_ 15 every bit as imp-nl'[:mt.
With qt!ILL ratio rack-and-pinion
power-assisted steering, isolated
gas-charged front stru d
trailing-arm rear suspension (along
with stabilizer bars and rear
gas-charged shocks), the LeBaron’s
got all the right hardware to handle
the most tortuous conditions.

On the road, it exhibits
impeccable manners, with steady
straight-line stability and
confidence-inspiring on-center feel
for freeway cruising. When the
conditions demand rapid
maneuvering, the LeBaron displays
the inherent responsiveness of
front-wheel drive.

Of course, impressions are
subjective, but observed results on
the test track back them up solidly.
On the 600-foot-long slalom, the
LeBaron weaved through the pylons
at an impressive speed of 62.36
miles per hour. And on the
200-foot circle of the skidpad, it
generated a cornering force equal to
0.82Gs, which was an impressive
figure for all-out sports cars not so
long ago.*

That the LeBaron turbo managed
this caliber of performance with the
kind of comfort, elegance and style
it has speaks volumes about the car.
But what’s even more striking is
that this car can deliver the goods
and still muster 20/29 stats in the
EPA’s estimated city and highway
mileage test. That says something
about Chrysler engineering and
what can be achieved when
sophisticated components and
electronics are applied to the
internal-combustion engine.

This car is not only a pace setter
but a trend setter as well.

est data compiled by Motor Trend

magazine on 10/6/86 at Pomona Raceway,

Technical Specifications

1987 Chrysler LeBaron Coupe

and Convertible

ENGINE S[ﬂr‘ﬁa{d Tumo

Displacement
Engine Type ...
Availability .

Mat Power

Met Torque

Baore fin}

Stroke {in.}
Compreasion Ratio
EF.L System .

DRIVELINE

Drive System Type
Transaxie..
Transaxle ratios

11st)
{Znd)

{
Final Drive Ratio_...

SUSPEHSIOHIH.IHDI.IHG
Front Suspension

Flear Suspension

Front Siabilizer Bar

v fin). =
Fear Stabilizer Bar fin.) . 1.04

Stearing Type. Power-assisted
rack-and-prion

Steering Ratio.._. 1421

Steering Whes! Turns
Lock-to-Lock

Turning Diameter
Curb-to-Curb {fL.)
w/performance tires

Brakes Fron "
Brakes Swept Area

Front {sqin) ... 190
Brakes Raar Deurm
Brakes Swept Area

Fear (sq.in) o 83

BQDYIEKTERIOR DIHENSIONS

Vehicie T

Body Type
Whesibase (in)
Track Frant (in)
Track Rear (in)
Overall Length {in.)
Overall Width (in.}
Overall Helght (in.)

Curt Waight (Est. It}

Min. ground
clearance ()

Overhang, f-r {in.]
INTERICIﬂ DIMENSIONS
Hcldrwn din.)...
Legroom [in.)

Hipraam fin.)
Shoulder Room (in.)

Rear
Headroaom (in.}

Legroom {in.}
Hiproom fin.)

Shoulder Roam (in}

CAPACITIES

Fuel Tank Capacity
(U5 gal)

Cargo Volume (owft)
with rear sesl up 14
wilh rear seat down
(2-door) 334

FUEL ECONOMY
EPA estimated fuel
economy (2.5L w/
Seapeed Manual)
city./hwy/ combaned
mileage 22/32/28

**Convertible

INDY PACE CAR COLLECTABLES ON SALE!

INDY POSTER SET

depicts a race
A true

INDY UMBRELLA
This umbsy
Car and In

a carries the Pace

300 “LD."
Measures four feet with pro
rom sun and
h carry-hag

i “The Pace INDY CAP
“The Race™ (c) Lightweight trackside comfort.
*{d) *The Quality white cotton/twill

Winner's Circle', Mailed

in tube,

I'\I)\ J \(‘hFT INDY TRACK SHIRT
A d of S0VS0 ¢

with direct

with pewter look. A
lasting memenin

ppc:-.l pockets,
ar have snap
machine wash-

PART NO. |SUG. RET.| QTv. |

AMOUNT

INDY JACKET

49,95 $
s1995 | 3
S e =
1
3695 | [s
= 53.95 [s
INDY KEY FOR =
PHEED Ky Fob | [s
INDY UMBRELLA
| sasses | [s
$10.00 L ]

| From Lefht 5

te Sales Tax §

Rema Total 5

SEND CHECK OR MONEY QRDER
FOR ORDERS $10.00 OR MORE YOU MAY USE CREDIT CARD.
COPY ACCOUNT NUMBER FROM YOUR VISA OR MASTERCARD

[EEEE ] = !

MYCARDEXPIRES: I | | L 1| |

glld Com) Imud Order Form With Check
ayabl
DIFECl Connection Catalog Center di
20026 Progress Drive
Department CT500
Strongsville, DH 44130 h

NU'IEIP'IE:I;OG;‘W void on orders rec ' ' CHRYSLER
" atter Juna 15, 1987 bz ans







